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Oral Surgery J? 



Dental Surgery Bloomington 

We are conveniently located in Bloomington. Call us to schedule an appointment 
today! 812-332-2204 

Dental Implants 

Dental implants are changing the way people live. They are designed to provide a 
foundation for replacement teeth that look, feel, and function like natural teeth. 
The person who has lost teeth regains the ability to eat virtually anything, 
knowing that teeth appear natural and that facial contours will be preserved. 
Patients with dental implants can smile with confidence. 

What Are Dental Implants? 

The implants themselves are tiny titanium posts that are surgically placed into 
the jawbone where teeth are missing. These metal anchors act as tooth root 
substitutes. The bone bonds with the titanium, creating a strong foundation for 
artificial teeth. Small posts that protrude through the gums are then attached to 
the implant. These posts provide stable anchors for artificial replacement teeth. 

Bone Grafting 

Over a period of time, the jawbone associated with missing teeth atrophies or is 
reabsorbed. This often leaves a condition in which there is poor quality and 
quantity of bone suitable for placement of dental implants. In these situations, 
most patients are not candidates for placement of dental implants. 

Today, we have the ability to grow bone where needed. This not only gives us the 
opportunity to place implants of proper length and width, 




Major Bone Grafting 

Bone grafting can repair implant sites with 
inadequate bone structure due to previous 
extractions, gum disease or injuries. The bone is 
either obtained from a tissue bank or your own 
bone is taken from the jaw, hip or tibia (below 
the knee). Sinus bone grafts are also performed 
to replace bone in the posterior upper jaw. In 
addition, special membranes may be utilized that 
dissolve under the gum and protect the bone 
graft and encourage bone regeneration. This is called guided bone regeneration 
or guided tissue regeneration. 

Major bone grafts are typically performed to repair defects of the jaws. These 
defects may arise as a result of traumatic injuries, tumor surgery, or congenital 
defects. Large defects are repaired using the patient's own bone. This bone is 
harvested from a number of different sites depending on the size of the defect. 
The skull (cranium), hip (iliac crest), and lateral knee (tibia), are common donor 
sites. These procedures are routinely performed in an operating room and 
require a hospital stay. 

Wisdom Teeth 

By the age of 18, the average adult has 32 teeth; 16 
teeth on the top and 16 teeth on the bottom. Each 
tooth in the mouth has a specific name and 
function. The teeth in the front of the mouth 
(incisors, canine, and bicuspid teeth) are ideal for 
grasping and biting food into smaller pieces. The 
back teeth (molar teeth) are used to grind food up 
into a consistency suitable for swallowing. 

The average mouth is made to hold only 28 teeth. It can be painful when 32 
teeth try to fit in a mouth that holds only 28 teeth. These four other teeth are 
your third molars, also known as "wisdom teeth." 





Facial Trauma 

Oral and Maxillofacial surgeons perform the 
proper treatment of facial injuries. These 
professionals must be well versed in emergency 
care, acute treatment and long-term 
reconstruction and rehabilitation - not just for 
physical reasons but emotional as well. Oral and 
maxillofacial surgeons are trained, skilled and 
uniquely qualified to manage and treat facial 
trauma. Injuries to the face, by their very nature, impart a high degree of 
emotional, as well as physical trauma to patients. The science and art of treating 
these injuries requires special training involving a "hands on" experience and an 
understanding of how the treatment provided will influence the patient's long 
term function and appearance. 

Dr. Devitt meets and exceeds these modern standards. They are trained, skilled, 
and uniquely qualified to manage and treat facial trauma. They are on staff at 
local hospitals and deliver emergency room coverage for facial injuries, which 
include the following conditions: 

❖ Facial lacerations 

❖ Intra oral lacerations 

❖ Avulsed (knocked out) teeth 

❖ Fractured facial bones (cheek, nose or eye socket) 

❖ Fractured jaws (upper and lower jaw) 

Pre-Prosthetic Surgery 

The preparation of your mouth before the placement of a prosthesis is referred 
to as pre-prosthetic surgery. 

Some patients require minor oral surgical procedures before receiving a partial 
or complete denture, in order to ensure the maximum level of comfort. A 
denture sits on the bone ridge, so it is very important that the bone is the proper 
shape and size. If a tooth needs to be extracted, the underlying bone might be 
left sharp and uneven. 




One or more of the following procedures might need to be performed in order to 
prepare your mouth for a denture: 



♦:♦ Bone smoothing and reshaping 

♦:♦ Removal of excess bone 

♦:♦ Bone ridge reduction 

♦:♦ Removal of excess gum tissue 

♦:♦ Exposure of impacted teeth 

3D Imaging 

^^P^^^^^U The digital cone beam scanner system gives our oral and 

maxillofacial practice state-of-the-art technology to help Dr. 
^ Devitt diagnose potential issues more accurately and 
Sfei |H provide treatment with unprecedented confidence. Unlike 
L ^^ ^^B a traditional spiral CT scanner, this 3D system utilizes cone 
■ j J beam CT technology and provides precise, crystal-clear 
^^^Bitffj^l digital images while minimizing your exposure to radiation. 
^^^^^^^^H Our new 3D system enables us to perform a wider range of 
diagnoses and treatments in our office, helping to reduce 
multiple visits. Our new 3D scanner allows us to choose the field of view, or 
scanning area, that best suits your specific treatment needs. This helps to limit 
your radiation exposure because we are focusing specifically on your area of 
concern 

857 S. Auto Mall Rd 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

If this is the first time you have visited our Bloomington office, the mapping 
service below will assist you in finding our location. Simply fill out the form 
below, and you will be presented with directions that include a map, the travel 
time, and distance. If you need any additional information, please contact us at 

812-332-2204. 

For more information please visit 

http://www.oralsurgeryofbloomington.com 



